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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Prosecution Application 

1 The request filed on 12/6/01 for a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) under 37 
CFR 1 .53(d) based on parent Application No. 08/892,092 is acceptable and a CPA has been 

established. An action on the CPA follows. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 10/9/01 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that neither Kawamura et al. (US 5,899,581) or Matsumoto et al. (US 
5,796,428) disclose a user attribute information prerecorded in a detachable memory or recording 
media. However, Matsumoto et al. discloses, in fig. 36, adding a photographer's name to the 
filename or attribute data by prestoring a photographer's name using the output of the 
photographer input part (3501) as user attribute data of picture data which is stored in a storage 
unit together with picture data (col. 14, lines 7-37). Matsumoto further discloses that the storage 
unit in which the attribute information is stored may be a removable medium such as an IC card, 
floppy disk, or optical disk (col. 8, lines 1-13). This would have been an obvious modification to 
Kawamura et al. to provide flexibility and mobility to the files stored in the subdirectories of the 
camera in Kawamura et al. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

, <• »t ?? r^r 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 V.b.L. WW wm j 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
(a^atentmaynotoeootainedtho^^ 

[Lion 102 of this tide, iftHe differences te^vee ^«™«^° a t the time the invention was made to a 

Negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
4 . Ciaims 13-15, 17, 18 and 21-40, and 45-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Kawamura (US 5,899,581) in view of Matsumoto et al. (US 
5,796,428). 

Reding Cairn 13, Kawamura et a., discloses a came, having a plurality of modes (co,. 
, „„es 64-66, and prepa^ a subdirectory ,„ store files automatically depending on the mode 

gives files certain filenames depending on the mode tha, the camera is se, in such as PC for 
porttait mode and SP for spor, mode (co.. 5, fines 6,4). Kawamura e, al. does no, exp-citlv 

. detachable memory. However, Matsumoto e, al. discloses, in fig. 36, addmg a photographer, 
n ame«othefi,enameota«r i bu.edatab y pre,orin g apho,„ g rapher-sna m eusing,heou,pu,of 

,he photographer input part (350.) as user attribute data of picture data which is stored m a 

a* /n n \ U lines 7-37) It would have been obvious to 
storage unit together with picture data (col. 14, lines 7 /)• 

tn inHnHe the exclusive user filename of Matsumoto et al. as 
modify the Kawamura et al. camera to include the exclusive 
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t0 a„ow a plurality of users t o distinguish their pictures from sever, hundred other pictures which 
may be stored on a ,arge memory. Matsumo.o e, a., toner disclose tha, the storage unit in wh.ch 
,he image and attribute information are stored may be a removable medium such as an ,C card, 
floppy disk, or optica, disk (coi. 8, Knes ,-.3). Therefore, it wouid have been obvious to modify 
th e Kawamura e, a!, camera as to include a detachable memory as taught b, Matsumoto e. ai. to 
increase flexibihty and mobility of the storage of the image and attribute information. 

Regarding Cairns 14-15, Kawamura et a,, discloses recording images to a memory card 
using file names by the file forma, of a versatile operating system (col. 3, lines 1-5). Kawamura et 
a,, disc.oses a camera having a plurality of modes (col. 1 , lines 64-66) and preparing a 
subdirectory to store files automatically depending on the mode set (col. 2, lines 1-11). 
Kawamura e, al. discloses an image recording device mat automatically gives files certain 

S po rt mode(co, 5 ,.ines6-,4).Kawamurae,al.docsno,exp,icit,ys«a,cth,filenamesc„mpnse 
US er tnformation exclusive to the use, However, Matsumoto et al. discloses, in fi, 36,addm g a 

theoutpu, of the photographer input part ,3501, as user attribute data of picture data wh.ch.s 
st0 redinas,„rageuni„oge,herwi,hpic,ureda,a(co..,4,lines7-37). 1. would havebeen 
obvious to modify the Kawamura e. al. camera to include the exclusive user filename of 

orner pictures whichmav be stored onalarge memo.. Ma.umo.0 e, al. further disdosc « the 
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• • w h the imaae and attribute information are stored may be a removable medium 
storage unit in which the image ana dunuu 

suchasa n 1 Cc ar d,flopp y d l sMrop«,ca,«(col.S, li nes 1 -,3,Wo re , it wo,a h ave b ee„ 

information. 

MI iines 64-66, and preparing a subdirectory to store f,,s M o^y^ g o^ 
m „de set (col. 2, iines M t). Kawamura e. a,. discioses an image recording device that 

P0 for portrait mode and SP for sport mode (CO,. 5, lines 6-H). Kawamura et a., docs not 

(co , , 4 to, 7-37. Uwouidhavebcenobvio.stomodifytheKawamuraetai.camerato.neiudc 
i „ f „r m a,i„„ares,ored m a yb earcmo,a W emediums„cHasan.Ccard, fl „ P pydi S Mrop.ica 1 
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, ,„ , ,«.« ™— — ~ k — " , 

n.— — — — — — 

mobility „f the storage of the image and tribute informal. 

(co , 3 unesl „ Ka — scompnse ;; r 

, • etotheuser However, Matsumoto et al. discloses, in fig- 36, adding a 

T"7 

• t ^nsonasuserattributedataofpictu^dataWhichis 
the output of the photographer input part (3501) as 

, u lines 7-37. It would have been 

stor e d inast 0 ra g eunitto g etherwi t h P icturedata(col. 14,hnes7 

• i a, the exclusive user filename of 

r=r:r: — — — 

Trrm.: — 

rrx— — — — — t* 
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data by prestonng a photographer's name using the output of the photographer input par, (3501) 
as user attribute data of picture data which is stored in a storage urn. together with picture data 
(col. 14, lines 7-37). It would have been obvious to modify the Kawamura et al. camera to 
include the exclusive user filename of Matsumoto e, al. as to allow a plurality of users to 
dtstinguish their pictures ftom several hundred other pictures which may be stored on a large 
memory. Matsumoto e. al. further disclose that the storage unit in which the image and attribute 
information are stored may be a removable medium such as an IC card, floppy disk, or optical 
disk (col. 8, lines 1-13). Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify the Kawamura e. al. 
camera as to include a detachable memory as taught by Matsumoto et al. to increase flexibility and 
mobility of the storage of the image and attribute information. Matsumoto e. al. further disciose 
that the storage unit m which the image and annbute information are stored may be a removable 
medium such as an IC card, floppy disk, or optica, disk (col. S, lines 1-13). Therefore, i, would 
have been obvious to modify the Kawamura e, al. camera as to include a detachable memory as 
taught by Matsumoto e, al. to increase flexibility and mobility of the storage of the image and 
attribute information. 

Regarding claim 22, Kawamura et al. discloses recording images to a memory card using 

file names (col. 3, lines 1-5). 

Regarding claim 23, Kawamura et al. discloses a sequence control unit communicates with 

memory card (col. 3, lines 1-8). 
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Regarding Cairn 24, Kawamura e« a., does no. explicitly state that filenames comprise user 
information exclusive to the user. However, Matsumoto e. a,, discioses, in fig. 36, adding a 
Photographer's name to the filename or attnbute data by prestoring a photographer's name using 
,he output of the photographer input par. (3501) as user attribute data of picture data which ts 
st0 red in a storage unit together with picture da, (coi. 14, Unes 7-37). .. would have been 
obvious to modify .he Kawamura e, al. camera to include the exclusive user filename of 
Ma.sumo.0 e, al. as to allow a p.urality of users ,„ distinguish their pictures from severa! hundred 
other pictures which may be stored on a large memory. 

Regarding claim 25, Kawamura discloses preparing files relating the mode of the camera 

to store image data (col. 2, lines 1-12). 

Regarding claim 26, Kawamura discloses, in fig. 1, a CCD (103). 
Regarding claim 27, Kawamura e, al. discloses recording images to a memory card using 
file names (col. 1 , .ines 20-25). Kawamura e. al. discloses a camera having a plurality of modes 
(col. 1 , lines 64-66) and preparing a subdirectory .o s.ore files automatically depending on .he 
mode se. (col. 2, lines 1-1 1). Kawamura e, al. discloses an image recording device m 
au—ly gives fUes certain filenames depending on the mode tha, the camera is set in such as 
P0 for portrai. mode and SP for sport mode (col. 5, lines 6-14). Kawamura tamer discloses 

.i. /~j a lm« 24-31* Kawamura etal. does not explicitly 
storing the image and filename together (col. 4, lines 24 ). m> 

sB .e tha, filenames comprise user information exclusive to the user. However, Matsumoto e. al. 
drscloses, infig. 36, adding a photographer's name to the filename or attribu,e data by prestoring 
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data of picture da, which is stored in a storage unit together with picture da. (coi. 14, hnes 7- 
, 7) Uwouidhavebeen obvious ,„ mod* the Kawanrura e, a., camera to inc.ude the exciustve 

severaihundredotherpictureswhich.ayhestoredona.argeme^. Matsumoto e, a, further 
discose tha, the s,ora g e unit in which the image and attribute information are stored mav be a 

^^---lc«-*w-*-'*---* ( - l ^ ,, - , ■ ,aTI,- * 

itwould havebee„ obvious to m( , ify the Kawamura et a., camera as to inciude a de^ab.e 

image and attribute information. 

Claim 28 is considered substantively equivalent to claim 22. 
Claim 29 is considered substantively equivalent to claim 23. 
Claim 30 is considered substantively equivalent to claim 24. 

Claim 31 is considered substantively equivalent to claim 25. 

Claim 32 is considered substantively equivalent to claim 26. 

fll enames(col. 1, lines 20-25). Kawam.aetal. discloses a camera having a plurality of modes 

(col ! ^64^^^.-^^^"^ ^« 0nthe 
m0 de set (col. 2, lines Ml). Kawamura et al. discloses an image recording dev.ce that 

au tomatic^^^ 
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, j i c i in( „, 6.141 Kawamura further discloses 
P0 for portrait mode and SP for sport mode (col. 5, Imes 6 14). K. 

st0 r i „ g , h eima g eandmename,o g e th er(co,4,nnes2«.,.Ka W a m u I ae,,.doesn„,e XP Uc,,, y 

3 7)Kw „u 1 d h ave b ee„o b ™ustomodi fy *eKawa m u ra e,a 1 .camera.oinc,ude, h ee X clusi. 

•t in which the image and attribute information are stored may be a 
disclose that the storage unit in which the image 

uw0 uldnave b een obvious to modi. theKa—etaUameraastoinciudea — 

image and attribute information. 

Claim 34 is considered substantively equivalent to claim 24. 
Claim 35 is considered substantively equivalent to claim 25. 

ato , Closes an image recording device that 
Regarding claim 36, Kawamura et al. discloses an imag 

P0 for portrait mode and SP for spor, mode (col. 5, lines 6-14). 
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yarding Cairn 37, Kawatnura e, a,, discloses receding images ,o a memory eard using 
file names (col. Mines 20-25). Kawamurae.ai.disCosesaoameranavingapiura^ofmodes 
(co! 1, lines 64-66) and preparing a subdirectory to store files automatically depending on the 
mo de se, (col. 2, lines l-l .). Kawamura e, al. disclose, an image recording device that 
automatically gives files certain filenames depending on me mode Ute camera is se, in such as 
P0 for portrait mode and SP for spor, mode (co,. 5, lines 6-14). Kawamura fitrther discloses 
^^^^^•^^^^^^ 

37 , ltw ou.d h ave b eeno b v I oustomodi & ,heKa— e.,.cameratoincludethe exclusive 
several hundred other pictures which may be stored on a large memo.. Matsumoto e, al. fitrther 

^ouldhavebeenobvioustomodt^eKawamuraetaUameraastoincludeadetachable 

Bi „.^ l --.«"'--•-*-■* ,, * , * ,, "* 

image and attribute information. 

Claim 38 is considered substantively equivalent to claim 24. 
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Claim 39 is considered substantively equivalent to claim 25. 
Claim 40 is considered substantively equivalent to claim 36. 

Regarding claim 45, Matsumoto e, ai. discloses, in fig. 36, adding a photographer's name 
t0 the filename or attribute data by prestoring a photons name using the output of the 

u „it together with picture data (col. ,4, lines 7-37). Matsumoto e, al. tether disclose mat the 

such as an IC card, floppy disk, or optica, disk (col. 8, lines .-13). Matsumoto e, al. further 
Asclose stormg attnbute information retrieved from the storage means that relates to the tmage 
data or voice data (col. 5, lines 41). 

Regarding Cairn 46, Matsumoto e, a., discloses, in fig. 36, adding a photographer's name 
t0 the filename or attribute data by prestormg a photographer's name using the output of the 
pho,o g rapher ,„pu« part (3501) as user attribute data of picture data which is stored in a storage 
unit together with picture data (col. 14, lines 7-37). 

Regarding claim 47, Matsumoto e. al. disclose editing and classifying each image in the 

storage medium (col. 31-42). 

Regarding claim 48, Matsumoto et al. disclose, in fig. 1, an image pickup device (.03). 
Regarding claim 49, Matsumoto e, al. discloses, in fig. 36, adding a photographer's name 
t0 th e rename or attribute data by prestoring a photographer's name using the output of the 
p h „,„grapher input par. (3 5 01)asuserattribu,eda,a„f P icruredat. which is stored in a storage 
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such as an IC card, floppy disk, or optical disk (col. 8, lines 1-13). Matsumoto et al. further 

data or voice data (col. 5, lines 41). 

Regarding claim 50, Matsumoto et al. discloses, in fig. 36, adding a photographer's name 

unit together with picture data (col. 14, lines 7-37). 

Regarding claim 51. Matsumoto e. al. disclose editing and classifying each image m the 

storage medium (col 31-42). 

Regarding claim B. Matsumoto e, a., disclose, in fig. 1 , an image pickup device (103). 

.othefilenameoranHhutedatahyprestoringaphoto^pher'snameusingtheoutputofthe 

s^eunitinwhichtheimageandattrihutein— are stored may he a remote medium 

. . j . i ,„„i o Matsumoto et al. further 

such as an IC card, floppy disk, or optical disk (col. 8, lines 13). 

. ■ a frnm the storaee means that relates to the image 
disclose storing attribute information retrieved from the storage m 

data or voice data (col. 5, lines 41). 
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Reading claim 54, Matsumoto e, al. dieses, in fig. 36, adding a photographer's nan* 

unit together with picture data (col. 14, lines 7-37). 

Regarding claim 55, Matsumoto e, al. disclose editing and Cashing each image in the 

storage medium (col. 31-42). 

Regarding claim 56, Matsumoto e, a,, discloses, in fg. 5, classing images ,n,o file lists 

which include filenames (col. 9, lines 55-65). 

> a K,Kf 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kawamnra in 
5. Claim 57 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 11UW ° 

view „f Matsumoto et a., and Allen e. al. (US 5,737,491). 

Regard claim 57, Matsumoto e, al. discloses, in fig. 36, an electronic photography 
system which addsaphotographer'snamcto^efilenameoranrihutedatahvprestoringa 

disR(c„,.8,lines.-.3). Matsumoto et al. does not explicitly s..e that the exclusive use, 
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t0 be appended .0 the digital file image (col. 2, lines 35-62). Therefore, i. would have been 
obvious to modify .he Matsumoto e, a,, photography system .0 include an authentication as 
taught by Alien e, al. to provide a means of securing and protecting the user information from a 

plurality of users. 

Conclusion 

6. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 
Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

7 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the exammer 

sh0U ld be ducted to Mitchell White whose telephone number is (703) 305-8155. The exammer 

can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00 to 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Wendy Garber, can be reached on (703) 305-4929. 
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Any inquiry of general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 
MLW 

March 8, 2002 
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